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ST. JOHN AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1669 N. COLUMBIA AVE.

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46202
FANNIE J. COPPIN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY HISTORY

History

The society was named after Fanny (aka Frances, Fannie) Jackson Coppin (Oct. 15, 1837 – Jan. 21, 1913), an African-American educator and missionary. On December 21, 1881, Fanny married Reverend Levi Jenkins Coppin, a minister of the African Methodist Episcopal Church and pastor of Bethel A.M.E. Church in Baltimore, Maryland. Fanny Jackson Coppin became very involved with her husband's missionary work, and in 1902, the couple went to South Africa and performed a variety of missionary work, including the founding of the Bethel Institute, a missionary school with self-help programs.
The Society at St. John was organized in 1925 under the ministry of Dr. Mary G. Evans.  There were five divisions, each named for woman of the Bible: Sarah, Rachel, Elizabeth, Naomi and Ruth.  The groups met monthly, studying the life of the woman after whom it was named.  The groups were headed by Mrs. Katie Grant, Mrs. Grady, Mrs. Martha Grimes, Mrs. Savannah Starks and Mrs. Beatrice Martin.  The groups also raised money to help the needy and the church.  In 1930, the Fannie J. Coppin Women's Missionary Society became a part of the Conference Branch organization with Mrs. Savannah Starks as the first president.  The first report was made to the convention in 1932. 

The work expanded on the local level under the direction of the presidents who served: 

· Savannah Starks 1930-1936

· Mayme Mitcham 1937-1946

· Beatrice Martin 1947-1958

· Viola Smith 1959-1960

· Dorothy Hubbard 1961-**served two terms)

· Helen Anderson (**)

· Naomi Clay (two terms**)

· Beverly Peters (1975-1983)

· Mary McClendon (**)

· Donna Talley (**)

· Brenda McClendon (2006-2011)

· Vicki Tanner (2010-2011)

· Doris Moore (2011-2012)

· Latoya Patterson-Smith (2012-2013)

· Linda McClendon (2013-2014)

· Mary McClendon (2014-2015) 

· and our current president, Lenette Williams-King (2015-current).

Lenette Williams-King, President

Rev. Lenore G. Williams, Pastor
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