Bethel A.M.E. Church
1035 Market Street

Madison, Illinois 62060

Ophelia Newsome Women’s Missionary Society

(History)

      Conceived by GOD and planted in the heart of Reverend Green Price.  Bethel A.M.E.C., was organized in 1902 in the city of Madison, Illinois. There were fifteen chartered members that went from house  

to house to meet and worship. Among the chartered Society of  founding Christians, were Mr. and Mrs. John Newsome and their son Walter  who in 1903 was one of the very first converts.
 

       During this era people were very poor and suffering, there was plenty of need in the town, so another group was formed. It was the Missionary Mite Society.  There were originally six young women, that visited the sick and shut-in, attended to new mothers, made quilts, made and mended clothing for the neighborhood and for the Minister.
  
      Trustee John Newsome’s wife Ophelia, allowed meetings in her home, she worked relentlessly in all facets of the Church, as well as 

worked tirelessly to bring other young women to Christ.
 

      For all of the hard work of Ophelia, the women of Bethel truly recognized her worth, and honored her efforts by naming their Society after her.  The Ophelia Newsome Women’s Missionary 

Society, is still active today.  It is and has been one of the strongest and largest Society’s of the Illinois Annual Conference.  This Society has born officers from the Connectional level to the Area level and has many Life Members and Torch Lighters.  This Society has hosted many Conference meetings and events.
 

“We all appreciate the love, the spirit of and the road prepared for us by Ophelia Newsome, a lay person”.

 Original members:

*Ophelia Newsome
Paulene Lewis             Fannie Waggnor
Mrs. Barnett                 Mother Nixon
Alberta Moore              Ella Horton
Rosie Parks                 Margaret Garrett
HISTORY OF THE WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY AT BETHEL-IOWA CITY, IA
Bethel AME Church of Iowa City, Iowa was built in 1868 a few years after the Emancipation Proclamation.  Prior to 1996 Bethel-Iowa City did not have an organized Women’s Missionary Society (WMS), having been for most of its existence, classified as a mission station.  With the arrival of Rev. and Mrs. W.W. Clemmons an active WMS was established and has continued since that time.  We have experienced sufficient growth in recent years to have an active, if very small, WMS, of which I am the current local president.  Although we are few in number we have, with the help of our pastor and willing volunteers from our congregation, been able to hold numerous events and activities that benefit both local and connectional church missions and our local community.

We are the Margaret E. Winston Women’s Missionary Society.  How our society came to be named after the late Mrs. Winston is quite a story unto itself.

On the chilly, but sunny late afternoon of September 26, 1958, I was with my father, the late Rev. Fred L. Penny, when he, as the newly assigned pastor of Bethel-Iowa City, walked through its door for the first time.  The tiny, weathered clapboard structure was in a sad state of decline and neglect, having been on the verge of being abandoned altogether.  However, once inside, my dad and I were greeted by the church’s lone surviving member, Mrs. Margaret E. Winston, a dignified and stately lady who was well past her 80th birthday.  Mrs. Winston rose from her chair beside an old oil stove to greet my dad and me as we walked in.  She had lit the stove to warm the church as a welcoming gesture to her new pastor.  I will never forget her as long as I live.  Despite overwhelming odds, she had remained steadfast in her devotion to keeping Bethel-Iowa City open.  Today, we have, by the grace of God, come a long way from that September afternoon in 1958.  My dad’s first words upon entering the church were, “God is in this place!”  Yes He is!

Dianna Penny
Iowa City, IA

319-338-1746
319-541-0649 (mobile)

Ward Chapel AMEC – Peoria, IL
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Fannie J. Coppin
Here's some information on Ward Chapel Missionary Society

Fanny Jackson Coppin

Teacher, Principal, lecturer, Missionary to Africa, and Warrior against the most cruel oppression, Fanny Jackson Coppin conquered overwhelming obstacles and became the beacon by which future generations would set their courses.

Born a slave in the nation's capital, the child Fanny was purchased by an aunt. Another aunt took the little girl in, but Fanny had to go out and work as a domestic, getting schooling whenever she could. B age fourteen, she was supporting herself in Newport, Rhode Island, and struggling for education. "It was in me," she wrote years later, "to get an education and to teach my people. This idea was deep in my soul. "She attended Rhode Island State Normal School and then Oberlin College, where her achievements were amazing.  She was the first black person chosen to be a pupil-teacher there. In her senior year, she organized evening classes to teach freedmen.

After her graduation in 1865, Fanny Jackson was appointed to the Institute for Colored Youth, a Quaker school in Philadelphia. Within four years, she became head Principal, from which position she influenced two generations of youth people. In a letter to Frederick Douglass in 1876, she explained her commitment: I feel sometimes like a person to whom in childhood was entrusted some sacred flame… This is the desire to see my race lifted out of the mire of ignorance, weakness and degradation; no longer to sit in obscure corners and devour the scraps of knowledge which his superiors flung at him. I want to see him crowned with strength and dignity; adorned with the enduring grace of intellectual attainments."

Her school was centered on this dream. She expanded the curriculum to include an Industrial Department, established a Women's industrial Exchange to display the mechanical and artistic works of young women, and founded a Home for Girls and Young Women to house workers from out of town. Moreover, she persuaded employers to hire her pupils in capacities that would utilize their education.

In 1881, she married Rev. Levi J. Coppin, a prominent A.M.E. minister, and together they were a driving force in Black America. She continued her work at the school but added missionary work to her interests. Mrs. Coppin retired from her beloved school in 1902 age 65 and began a new career. She accompanied her husband, now a bishop, to Cape Town, South Africa, where she was an effective missionary, counseling African Women. She returned to Philadelphia in 1907, broken in health but not in spirit. In her last years, she completed her autobiography, Reminiscences of School Life, which remains a record of a remarkable life Fanny Jackson Coppin died in 1913 at age 76. Perhaps here greatest accomplishment was her influence on her students. She prodded them toward excellence. She made them dream. She made them become more than they ever thought they could. Frances (Fanny) Marion Jackson Coppin was, indeed a model of academic excellence- both in her life and in the heritage that she has bequeathed to those who followed.

Gaines Chapel AMEC – East Moline, IL

Edith T. Stewart WMS

Brief History

The Edith T. Stewart Women’s Missionary Society of Gaines Chapel AME Church was organized in the 1920’s by Mrs. Edith Tiffin Stewart, wife of the Rev. W.A. Stewart who was Pastor of the church at that time.

Rev/ & Mrs. Stewart were wonderful dedicated Christians who came to Gaines just five years after the congregation started.  They were meeting in temporary quarters, so Rev. Stewart came at just the right time to get the Church established in the community.  Under his pastorate, the first Church was named Gaines Chapel AME Church.

Mrs. Stewart, in a newspaper article written in the 1920’s, said they were just trying to get along in the world, help people, and improve their community.  

Mrs. Stewart guided the Missionaries in their work throughout the community, helping first the Church families and the entire community as needed, visiting the sick, caring for families when there was a need, helping the widows, preparing baskets for the poor and just working in a Christian spirit.  

Mrs. Stewart went on to become the President of the Chicago Conference Branch of the WMS (1928) and served for 21 years in that office.  (Gaines was part of the Chicago Conference until 1961 when we were redistricted to the Illinois Conference).  Additionally she served as the Second Vice President of the Connectional WMS (1944) and was in that office in the 1950’s.

As the congregation grew, so did the Missionary Society.  As time passed, one generation of ladies passed on and another generation came to carry on the work.  Those ladies were encouraged by Mrs. Bertha Oliver, wife of the Rev. W.J. Oliver.  She wanted to get the younger women more involved in missionary affairs beyond the local community.  She urged attendance at the Annual Missionary Conventions and built a large and dedicated Society.  Many of that generation went on to serve at the Illinois Conference Branch level as well as the 4th District level as Officers and Committee Chairpersons. In addition to working at the local level, two went on to be part of a short mission to Haiti and more recently one went on a mission to India.
